Mentorship FAQ
How do I apply to get a mentor or language model? Make sure you are a member of SDCRID. Email mentorship@sdcrid.org. You will need to include a letter of intent, your demographic information, years of experience (non-certified members will require a letter of recommendation from a certified interpreter or interpreter educator emailed directly to mentorship@sdcrid.org). Attach the Mentee Application which can be found on the Mentor Button.

Do I have to pay to get a mentor or language model? Mentees accepted into the program will have to pay a $75 stipend to SDCRID, which contributes to a payment made to the mentor or language model after completion of a four month mentorship cycle.

What is a mentorship cycle? The SDCRID Mentorship Program has two four month cycles per year: February through May and September through December.

Do only non-certified interpreters get mentors or language models? No. All SDCRID members can apply to be mentored.  If you are not certified be sure to include a letter of recommendation from a certified interpreter.

If I complete the application process am I guaranteed a mentor or language model? While it is the goal of the SDCRID Mentorship Committee to try and serve all applicants, the paring of language models or mentors with mentees depends on how many mentors or language models participate. There are usually more people requesting mentoring than those who serve as language models or mentors, rendering another reason why it’s important to serve as a mentor or language model. The more language models and mentors involved, the more mentees we can serve.

Do I have to be a certified interpreter to be a language model or mentor? No. What is required is to be qualified. There are non-certified interpreters and deaf people who are qualified to serve as mentors and language models.

Can I earn CEUs by participating in the SDCRID Mentorship Program? As long as at least ten logged hours are completed within a four month cycle, participants are able to earn .5 CEU's. If at least twenty hours of mentorship are completed within a four month cycle, particpants are able to earn 1.0 CEU's.

How do I become a mentor or language model? Email mentorship@sdcrid.org to inquire. Please explain your qualifications.

Do mentors and language models get paid? If at least ten hours of mentorship are completed in a four month cycle, the mentor or language model will be paid a stipend of $150.

Is my progress as a mentee or mentor/language model being tracked? Mentors, language models and mentees are all required to complete a progress report upon the completion of a mentorship cycle.

How many hours am I required to participate in the SDCRID Mentorship Program during a four month cycle? The amount of time participated in mentorship is negotiated between mentees and mentors/language models. Three to four hours per month is pretty standard. If CEUs are to be earned, at least ten hours of completion must be logged in a four month cycle.

What is the difference between a language model and a mentor? Language models are typically Deaf people who are skilled users of ASL, while mentors are skilled sign language interpreters.

